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ANNUAL REPORT. . 
Of the Managers of the Rockville Female Bible Society. 


The return of this anniversary imposes upon the board the duty of 
reporting to the society, the manner in which they have discharged the 
trast reposed i in them. It would give them much satisfaction, if they 
were able to tell you of happy effects, such as the Bible is calculated 
to produce, on the recipients of your bounty. Butas it has pleased 
Providence for the most part todeny us this knowledge, ifiindeed 
those happy fruits do exist, we are ‘led in humility to sa i is 
ours, we leave the event in his hand who knows, and one day 
disclose 1+. te an assembled universe. 

+ While*employed as your almoners, we can say that we have felt 
an increasing conviction of the im nee of this object, and we 

trust some degree of gratitude that ever the society was instituted, 

Evew ifthe exertions of tne society should from this time be entire- 

ly remitted, we have reason to bless God that nearly two handred 

pe le possess a Bible now, who but for your bounty would proba- 
ly 






ave Seedk to their dark graves, without its glorious light to shine 
round the dying pillow, or irra:liate the dark descent to death. And 
is the sacrifice which has been made an object worthy to be com- 
pared with a good like this? How does the possibility, we may say 
the probability, of seeing one soul in heaven enlightened and re- 
claimed by this means, eclipse all the delights which earth can 
boast! 

If an infidel could sit down and coolly calculate, that one convert 
to atheism would make two, two four, four eight, &c. may not the 
christian, whose hope rests on the rock of ages. entertain hopes as 
sanguine as he? May we not hope that some hitherto prayerless 
parent may be led to erect a domestick altar, and unite himself and 
offspring co God in a sure covenant, which shall continue to the 
latest generations? Perhaps some poor boy, animated by the gift 
of a Bible, may read, and gain heavenly wisdom, and rise up a New- 
ton, a Brainerd, or a Buchanan. 

Though we have not had the happiness to see much fruit, yet we 
have noticed some things pleasing. We will take the liberty to 
mention a coloured girl, who received a Bible and in no very lon 
time has committed, and recited correctly, the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
chapters of Matthew, with the seven first chapters of John. Ano- 
ther has done equally well according to her ability to read. They 
are still proceeding. 

VoL. ut. 3 
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If it should be asked, are not all supplied? May we not now sit 
down without further trouble? we must answer, on no account. It is 
with much regret that we have seen the diminution of our annual 
subscribers, by the loss of numbers who have either removed, or 
withdrawn their names. We trust. that as there is no doubt of the 
importance of the object, the zeal of this society will be augmented, 
rather than diminished, by impediment. New opportunities are still 
offering, and as the desire of knowledge increases, they will be more 
frequent. It is also supposed that many parts of this county, 
where none of the board have been able to go, are still more desti- 
tute than any which have yet been seen. These the faithful mis- 
sionary will find, and the Bible which he will leave with them will 
enforce the message of his lips. 

We might mention the salutary effects which it has on our own 
feelings, and that while giving a Bible, the grateful looks and words 
of the poor have often imparted to our hearts a joy, which the world 
could not purchase. But we trust we need not urge this, you all 
know that our Saviour said, “It is more blessed to give than re- 
ceive.” We trust that while luxury, pleasure and dissipation de- 
mand and receive their rich revenues, the voice of christian bene- 
volence will not be unheard, nor its dictates remain unregarded. 
Every man will walk in the name of his God, and we will walk in 
the name of the Lord our God. 

You do not need to be informed that the surplus of your funds, if 
there be any, eventually flows tothe Nationa! Bible Society. The 
limits of a report will not admit and we hope it is not necessary 
here to urge the reascns which we have for augmenting their re- 
sources. No doubt a great and effectual door stands open before 
that society. Americans have missions in the east and in the west, 
which, already, are calling for Bibles, and their wants will become 
constantly more pressing. The Bible is the fountain from whence a 
spirit of missions flow, and it must be the well of water springing up 
unto eternal life, at which the couverts to righteousness must daily 
drink. 

About sixty-five Bibles have been distributed the past year by the 
managers, or our faithful agent for them. The lapse of time now 
bids us resign our trust: We do it with the warmest wishes that 
your zeal, your faithfulness and means of doing good, may ever be 
commeusurate with the importance of the object. 


By order of the beard, 
ANN SEARLE, Secretary. 


—— + 


ORDINATIONS. 
At Monmouth, N. J. April 5th, the Rev. Samuel A. Van Vranken. 
At Elizabethtown, N. J. April 23d, the Right Rev. Bishop Croes 


admitted Mr. Francis M. Cumming, to the holy order of deacon. 
On the 15th April, the Rev. J. S. C. F. Frey, was ordained and 


installed pastor of an “Independent Church,’ in the city of New- 
York. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 


— 


LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONARIES. 


Letter from the missionaries in Ceylon to the corresponding secre- 
tary. Jaffna, Ceylon. Sept. 1, 1817, 


(Concluded from page 15, vol. 3.) 


With regard to our plan of polity, we wish to observe, that we 
have not yet made all the particular rules and regulations, which the 
future circumstances of the mission, and of our families, may re- 
quire. We find that experience 1s indispensably necessary to di- 
rect us on this subject. We of course adopt the principles which 
the board have laid down to regulate us in forming our plan of po- 
lity, or social order. In some respect we must be considered as 
forming two missionary stations, and must necessarily act indepen- 
dently of each other. For example; we must keep separate jour- 
nals to send home to the board. We must also regulate our doula 
and domestick concerns, without often consulting together. But 
on every subject where we can consistently act together, we wish 
to cousider ourselves as forming but one missionary station. Ac- 
cordingly, we make it a rule to meet and consult on every impor- 
tant measure, and to act agreeably to the decision of the whole. 
We have hitherto also thought it advisable to unite in sending but 
one publick letter to the prudential committee. Perhaps, if our sta- 
tions shall hereafter be multiplied, we shall think it advisable to 
adopt a different course. 

We have determined also, in conformity to the same general 
principle, te have but one common treasury, in which is to be placed 
our salaries, and all publick money sent us by the board; also, all 
presents and all the earnings of any of ournumber. ‘This is to form 
a common fund, from which we are to draw according to regulations 
hereafter to be agreed upon. At each station we form literally but 
one family, with the exception of a few things which are considered 
as private expenses. 

We have already given you some account of the repairs that we 
have made, and are still making, at both our stations. We have 
also given you some estimate of the probable expense. 

The brethren at Batticotta have been employed most of the year 
in repairing their dwelling house. As the building is large, and as 
it had gone much to decay in consequence of having beeu unoccu- 
pied for about twenty five years, they have been under the necessi- 
ty of occupying more time, and of expending a larger sum of money 
to render it comfortable, than the brethren at Tillipally. 

The buildings at both our stations, when completed, will be very 
valuable. They are pleasantly situated, and the dwelling houses 
will form very comfortable habitations for this country, though fae 
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from being elegant. The interest of the money which we shall ex- 

nd in repairing the stations will, at six per cent. per annum, be 
about half as much as it would cost to rent houses of the same good- 
ness in Jaffnapatam. and about one fourth as much as in Columbo. 
So that there will be a constant saving of expence to the board in 
the articles of house rent, to a very considerable amount. 

We have mentioned, in a former communication, that the bre- 
thren at Tillipally have been at some expense in preparing suitable 
houses for schools in four of the parishes near them; and we wish 
to remark further on this subject, that as it is our present intention 
to establish schools in all the parishes around us, as fast as it lies in 
our power, we shall be under the necessity of constantly expending 
small sums of money for this purpose, at some places more, and in 
others less, according to the size and quality of the buildings which 
may be prepared. Atsome places we propose to build small houses 
in the native style, and at others partially to repair either the dwel- 
ling house, or the church, when either of them remains in a suita- 
ble state to make it an object to preserve them. It is impossible 
for us now to state the sum that we shall want for these purposes, 
as it will depend in a great measure on the number of schools we 
may establish. 

hould any more missionaries be sent to join us, as we expect 
they shortly will be, we shall probably think it advisable to repair 
other publick, or church buildings, for their residence similar to the 
ones which we now occupy, as a are many others like them. It 
will be important, therefore, that they bring money with them for 
this purpose. 

In the situation in which Providence has placed us we have had 
many interruptions in our studies, during the past ten months. 
The principal thing, however, has been the necessary attention we 
have paid to the repairs at our stations. In accomplishing these we 
have met with many difficulties, which have occupied much of our 
time. We fee! that our attention to this business, though absolute- 
ly necessary, is not appropriately missionary work, and we often 
very much lament that we have been under the necessity of spead- 
ing so great a part of the first year after having entered the mission- 
ary field, while the vigour of our constitutions is wasting in this sul- 
try climate, without making rapid progress in preparing ourselves 
to preach the gospel to the heathen, who are almost daily perighin 
around us? Yet we can find no adequate remedy for this evil, at 
it affords us some consolation to feel a firm persuasion that we are 
in the path of duty; that we are preparing important missionary 
stations, which will probably be occupied by our successors when 
we are removed to some other place, or are called to give up our 


final account. They may then immediately commence their mis- 


sionary work, and reap the fruits of our labour. We have alread 
mentioned that brother Richards has been so much afflicted wit 
weak eyes, that he has been wholly disqualified for studying the 
language from books. He has, however, made some progress in 
acquiring the spoken language of the people. ‘The rest of the 
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brethren have pursued the study of the language as time and op- 
portunity presented, and have made very considerable progress in 
the attainment of it; some, however, have made more than others. 

Weare under the painful necessity of informing you, that our 
dear brother Warren has had another attack ef bleeding from the 
lungs, resembling the one he had before he left his native land. He 
was attacked on the 13th of August. For the greater part of the 
time since he arrived in Ceylon, his health has been uncommonly 
good, and even the day before he was attacked it remained appa- 
rently as good as usual. But notwithstanding this trial, we are 
under the greatest obligations of gratitude to the Author of all our 
mercies, that he saw fit on a former occasion, contrary to haman 
expectations, to restore him to health, and to his friends, and to con- 
tinue him to us solong. He is in the hands of the same merciful 
God now, and there we can safely leave him, knowing that the 
Judge of all the earth will do right; and not doubting but that God 
is able, if it shall be for his own glory, to raise him to health again. 
He is however feeble, and his Teuge very irritable, and we are 
greatly concerned for the health, if not for the life, of our dear bro- 
ther. May a gracious God hear our prayers in his behalf, and re- 
store him unto us. 

We are happy to inform you, that the rest of our number are, 
through the blessing of God, enjoying a very comfortable state of 
health. Brother Richards, who has been feeble most of the time 
for the year past, we think has been gaining health and strength for 
about a month. We have great reason for thankfulness that we 
enjoy so much of this inestimable blessing, and though we have ex- 
perienced considerable sickness in our families, itis worthy of ob- 
servation, that not one of our number has been visited with any 


‘acute disease peculiar to the climate, since we arrived in this coun- 


try. 

"Accolapanying this letter, we transmit you a copy of an interest- 
ing letter from the Rev. Mr. Fisher, one of the East India Com- 
et Chaplains in Bengal, to the Rev. Mr. Thompson of Madras: 
t furnishes another very strong example of the beneficial effects of 
circulating the Holy Scriptures, even among unenlightened heathen 
nations; and it will no doubt afford great encouragement to the 
friends of the Bible throughout the world, to proceed with increased 
alacrity in this glorious career. 

We send also the accounts of the brethren at Batticotta for the 
year ending the Sist of March, 1817. They have necessarily been 
delayed for several months. The principle reasons for this delay 
we have already mentioned in a former communication. 

At the conclusion of this letter, permit us, dear sir, most earnest- 
ly to requést an interestin all your prayers, in the prayers of every 
member of the board, and of the christian publick throughout our land. 
We greatly need them. Our situation loudly calls for the exercise of 
effectual, fervent prayer from every friend to the prosperity of 
Zion. The miserable condition of those around us demands their 
pravers. As ambassadors for Christ, we plead in their behalf. We 
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beseech them by the mercies of God, by the dying love of the Re- 
deemer, by the worth of immortal souls, by the spiritual miseries of 
idolaters,by their regard to their own eternal welfare, and by all that 
is interesting intheeternal world, we beseech them to be more faithful 
more fervent, and more persevering, in their prayers for the heathen. 
Remember also the missionaries of Christ who are labouring awong 
them. In the closet, in the fami!y, in the social circle, in the house 
of God, and especially on the first Monday evening of every month, 
may the united prayers of our American Israel ascend to the throne 
of grace. Then will our hands be strengthened, and our hearts en- 
couraged in the discharge of the arduous duties of our station. Then 
will our heathen neighbours be converted to Christ, and multitudes 
of proud, though stupid and ignorant idolaters, will become the 
humble worshippers of the Lord of Glory. God the Father, Son, 
and Spirit, will be glorified, and new songs of joy will be heard 
throughout the heavenly world. 

Accept dear sir, our christian salutations for yourself, and all our 
dear patrons and friends in our native land. With sentiments of 
respect, we subscribe ourselves your unworthy fellow laborers in 


the vineyard of our common Lord. 
EDWARD WARREN, 
JAMES RICHARDS, 
BENJ. C. MEIGS, 
DANIEL POOR. 


: + = 


JEWS IN RUSSIA. 
Extract from the last report of the Edinburgh Missionary Society. 


It is stated in Mr. Paterson’s journal while at Koslov, “Sitting 
and musing 1n my lodgings un the obstinacy of the Mahomedans, 
and revolving in my mind the best means to employ in order to in- 
duce them to receive the truth, in came a company of Jews and sat 
down at my side, and entered into conversation with me on religion. 
I spoke to them, and read portions of the New Testament to them. 
One of them opened a copy, and read to his countrymen two or 


three chapters. He read it with ease, and earnestly requested that © 


I should give it to him. I told him that it was the New Tegta- 
ment; that I had brought copies of it to give away to Mahomedans; 
and that I was afraid, though I should give it him, that he would 
not read it, as it contained the history of that Jesus, whom their 
forefathers crucified, but whom we believed to be the promised Mes- 
siah, and the Saviour of the world. He said, that if I would only 
sive it to him, he would read it,and stood as much in need of it as 
the Mahomedans did. His brethren made intercession for him, and 
said, “We wish ourselves to learn what is contained in the New 
Testament.” After some hesitation on my part, but anxiety on 


theirs, I thought it might be of advantage to the young man, and © 


therefore gave it to him, and exhorted him to read it. No sooner 
had he received it, than another Jew sat down beside me, and read 
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the New Testament fluently, and insisted that I shou!d give him a 
copy also. This Jew was from Bakcheserai, and informed me that 
he had sold Mr. Pinkerton a Tartar Bible in Hebrew characters for 
two hundred rubles. After a considerable deal of conversation, L 
gave him likewise a New Testament. He not only read it with the 
greatest ease, but evidently understood what he read. He offered 
to sell me another Tartar Bible; but as Mr. Pinkerton had already 
purchased a copy, I did not think it adviseable to buy another. Se- 
veral more Jews came forward who could read Turkish, and re- 
quested New Testaments, but I was obliged to refuse them. One, 
however who was peculiarly urgent, would not go away, and used 
many arguments to induce me to give him one; but for a long while 
without effect, my whole stock being now reduced to eight copies. 
He at last said; give me this book: it had been good for me that I had 
never seen it, unless you give it to me: it may be of eternal advan- 
tage to me. After such expressions, I could not withhold it from him 
any longer, but gave it to him as the word of God, and exhorted him 
to read it. There were more than twenty Jews in this company, 
and I conversed with them more thanan hour. In the evening, se- 
veral other Jews made application for books; but my stock being so 
low I could not gratify their desire, but promised to get copies sent 
to them from Theodosia. I could have given away many copies of 
the Scripture to-day, and was sorry that I had sent the whole com- 
mission to Theodosia. The circulation of the Tartar ‘Testament 
among the Jews, did not indeed occur to me till | was actually 
among them, and saw their anxiety to possess the sacred volume. 

Next morning, a few more Jews came, and made inquiry about the 
coming of the Messiah. I pointed out to them the predictions of 
the prophets with regard to Christ, and particularly insisted on the 
fifty-third chapter of tsaiah, and the passage in Daniel which says, 
the Messiah shall be cut off. Mr. Paterson then gave them a sum- 
mary account of the history of Christ, and dwelt particularly on the 
cessation of sacrifices among the Jews, concluding with stating the 
resurrection of Christ, his ascension, and the certainty of his coming 
to judgment. When I had proceeded thus far, says he, the man 
from Bakcheserai, and a few more joined the company, and I desired 
him to read to his countrymen the translation of the tilty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah, contained in one of our tracts, which he immediately 
did. Oné or two of them appeared to be impressed with what was 
said, and expressed themselves that the Messiah was come, and that 
it was in vain to look for any other. 


— 


SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


A Sabbath school has recently been established, by gentlemen 
of the first respectability, in Haeter, N. H. with very flattering 
prospects of extensive usefulness. In Massachusetts also, Sabbath 
schools have lately been organized in several large towns, amoug 
which we notice, Salem, Portland, and Bath. A Sabbath scivol has, 
also, been established at Mobile; principally through the instrumen- 


tality of influential ladies of the place. 
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DOMESTICK. 


KENTUCKY BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Dr. Blythe’s Address. 


(Concluded from page 29. vol. 3.) 


Mr. President, permit me to solicit your indulgence for a few mo- 
ments longer. 

About four years ago, the voice of a solitary individual, an indi- 
vidual dignified indeed for his former services, revered for his age, 
and beloved for his piety, was heard upon the banks of the Dela- 
ware, calling to the christians of America to unite in the common 
cause, and form themselves into a ational Bible Society. At one 
time the venerable Bovpinot apprehended he had called in vain, 
and that he should fall asleep in Christ before his hopes could be 
realized. Gracious heaven had otherwise decreed. The American 
Bible Society has been formed. This is, in point of dignity and ex- 
tent. the third grand christian establishment upon earth. 

Ido not design, sir, to detain you by bringing to view the various 
auspicious circumstances under which this establishment had its 
birth. Two or three we cannot forbear mentioning. 

The grand type of the age in which we live, the leading feature 
of both the great Bible institutions in Europe, was distinctly en- 
stamped upon the American Bible society. All who hear me know 
I allude to that spirit of christian liberality, which has so happily 
blessed the church for a few years. When the American Bible so- 
ciety was formed, the charity of Christ united the hands, and ce- 
mented the hearts of christians of almost all the religious com- 
munions in our country. In America also, party zeal was hushed 
to sleep, and a desire to promote the divine glory and the good of 
man, sat regent upon every heart. If there has since been heard, 
from any quarter, the grumblings of bigotry, the execrations of in- 
fidelity, or the surmises of party spirit; these are butas the retiring 
rumblings of the distant storm when it is past, or the last surges of 
a sea, fast subsiding, never again to be disturbed. 

For many a long century the hearts of christians had been severed, 
and severed almost about nothing. In most instances sordid ag- 
grandizement and personal pride promoted the discord. In others, 
ignorance has had its perfect work. Champions on either side en- 
tered the lists. buckled on their amour, and fancied they slew their 
thousands. And they called this unhallowed strife, “contending 
for the faith once delivered to the saints,” when the whole strife 
has been about some iota, some item not at all connected with the 
vitals of christianity. The result has been, that instead of building 
up the breaches in Zion’s walls, the gap has generally been made 
wider. Thus stood the matter, when christian charity, in the form 
of a Bible society, calied upon the chamvions to cease their specu- 
lations—to come labour together in the vineyard of the Lord—to 
come bear the burden and the heat of the day together—to come 
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collect in the harvest together; and she promised they should soon 
forgive, and cherish, and love one another. 

Mr. President, there is no principle more deeply seated in our 
nature than sympathy, and no where has this principle so noble a 
field, as in those labours of love which the gospel proposes. If we 
wrangle and dispute with each other, we shall certainly hate each 
other; but if we scheme, and labour, and suffer together, from the 
very law of our nature, from sympathy we must love each other. It 
may be deemed enthusiastick and chimerical, but I must believe that 
the great principle of association which at this moment so remarka- 
bly pervades the christian church, is destined to unite in one bro- 
therhood the whole christian world. 

Not that [expect we shall all be of this or that particular name, 
but seeing the great practical results of faith in Jesus Christ to be 

every where the same, we shall learn to call litt!e things by their 
proper names; and a sincere reliance on the blood of atonement, ac- 
companied with a holy life, will be a universal passport to every 
christian church. 

The time at which the American Bible Society was formed, 
another circumstance which must not be passed over in silence. It 
was just at the close of the late war. In Great Britain and in Rus- 
sia, the principle of Bible societies was recognized in the midst of 
the storms of war, and when afflicted humanity lashed by the scourge 
of insatiate ambition was bleeding at every pore. To them the 
Bible society was a pledge that the storm should subside, that the 
tempest should cease to howl, that as there was good will in heaven, 
so there should be peace on earth. The American Bible Society, 
formed just at the close of an afflictive scene of bloodshed, may be 
considered as a seal upon that pledge. Christianity in Europe sighs 
for deliverance from the horrors of war, and she forms her Bible 
and missionary societies. Christianity in America rejoices over 
her deliverance, and in testimony of her gratitude to heaven, she 
forms the American Bible Society. 

Mr. President, from what quarter is afflicted humanity to look for 
future repose? Or, after 6000 years of toil, of subjugation to ambi- 
tion, to war, to misery, and tosin, is there no redemption for her? 
Or shall she cast her eve to political philosophy? Is she to expect 
that the sages of the 19th century, are to reason down the turbulent 
passions of the human heart, and spread the mantle of peace over 
the world by the diffusion of political science? Ha, no! Too long has 
she looked to that quarter; too often has she been disappointed. 
Afflicted humanity must repose her hopes upon the Bible. The 
fountain of human misery must be dried up, by drying up the foun- 
tain ofsin—the arm of tyranny must be converted into a shield and 

a shade, by subjugating the hearts of kings and despots to the obe- 
dience of faith—the songs of Zion must be substituted for the 
clarion and the war whoop. Multiply the Bible, sir; strengthen 
your missionary societies; spread the influence of the benevolence 
of Jesus, and you take away at once the love and the necessity of 
exhorbitant power. When on a subject of this kind, 1 cannot for- 
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bear expressing my warmest approbation of the societies called 
PEACE SOCIETIES, which have been lately established in America. 
That respectable class of christians called Quakers, have my warmn- 
est thanks for their efforts in the cause of peace, and their aid in 
the diffusion of the Bible, that great fountain of light and peace. 

Another circumstance of no inconsiderable consequence, and 
which ought not to be passed over in silence upon the presént oc- 
casion, is, that at the time when the American Bible Society was 
still in its infancy, and was looking up to the great and the wise for 
patronage, the chief offices of our country are filled by men who 
are not ashamed to associate their names with the Bible, or to step 
forth as patrons of the American Bible Society. After all that has 
been feared among us about the dangerous tendency of the institu- 
tion itself, and especially against that part of the constitution which 
has provided for life memberships, we hope it will not be forgotten 
that the President of the U. States, and the heads of department, 
have, by their several! subscriptions, became members for life. 

The grand events that were simultaneous with the formation of 
the American Bible Society, are highly worthy of notice. 

No quarter of the world presents to the eye of the christian phi- 
losopher a more distressing aspect than South America; and none a 
more noble field for the operations of Bible societies. Many. mil- 
lions of people inhabiting the most fertile, and in many places the 
most salubrious region on earth, sunk either into the most gross pa- 
pal darkness, or pagan idolatry. Nearly simultaneous with the 
birth of the American Bible Society, was the birth of liberty in 8. 
America. For, Mr. President, I esteem it as a correct principle, 
against which the history of the world presents very few excep- 
tions, and applicable alike to policy as to morals, that light fairly 
elicited is seldom extinguished, feelings fully roused never wholly 
subside. Or, in other words, I am confident that where God has 
begun a good work he will perform it. That he has began a good 
work in South America, as it respects the political happiness 
of the people, I have no doubt. ‘That it is registered in the 
archives of heaven, that South America is to be the seat of a 
great and happy republick, I have no doubt. But that which gives 
importance to the whole in the eye of christian philosophy, is the 
anticipation that there too, is the standard of Zion’s conquering 
king to be erected; there too idol temples are destined to crumble 
to the dust, and superstition to give piace to rational and pure de- 
votion. 

In tracing the history of the world, we very often behold in parts 
of the earth very remote from each other, events apparently very 
dissimilar, transpiring at the same time. Between them no finite 


mind can at the moment trace the smallest relation, but the lapse 
of afew years demonstrates them to have been but different wheels 
of the same machine, parts of the same infinitely wise plan, and 
conspiring in the events to produce the most stupendous results. 
Perfectly of this character, we apprehend, is the desire of liberty, 
now beginning to fire the bosoms of the millions of South America, 
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and the connate desire recently enkindled among the people of 
North America to multiply the Bible, and send it by the hands of 
Missionaries to distant parts. The people of South America will 
most likely gain their liberties just about as fast and as soon, as 
the ‘treasures of divine light and cowsolation preparing for them in 
North America, by Bible and miss:vnary societies, are fully ready 
to dispense their bounties. 

Here, sir, is a noble field, large enough for us all to labour in. 
The millions of South America, and the millions upon our own ex- 
tended frontier, unite their supplicating voices. Their ignorance 
calls, their barbarism calls, their superstition calls, their idolatry 
calis. O! how loud is the call? Shall it not reach the ear of the 
American Bible Society at New York, and all her auxiliaries, as 
also all the missionary societies through ut America? Shall it not 
come to your ears, sir, and to mine? Shall it not awake the slumber- 
ing energies of the West? 

When I behold a few persons from various parts of the United 
States convened in a consistory room of the reformed Dutch church 
in the city of New-York, on the 8th day of May, 1816; the 7th day of 
March, 1804, recurs to my mind, and I take courage. When I hear 
them unanimously resolving that it is expedient to ex‘ablish without 
delay a general Bible institution, I think I see “an handful of corn 
in the earth, upon the top of the mountains;” and I anticipate the 
peo ‘the fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon.” Jehovah with 

is own hand is seen planting a vine, the fruit whereof shall bless 
America, and perhaps the world. And when I see auxiliary Bible 
societies rising up in every part of our happy country, I consider it 
as the solemn response of christian thousands, saying, “‘we will come 
up to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against the migh « 
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And now Mr. President, we solemnly bequeath this interest to 
our children. The work we have begun they must perfect. A few 
more anniversaries, sir, and you and many whom I see about us, 
together with myself, shall meet no more in these earthly temples. 
Our children we hope will survive us, the gospel we are sure shall. 
To our sons and to our daughters, I again say, we bequeath our un- 
finished work. This shall be our dying charge to them; NEVER TO 
REST.TILL EVERY MAN IN AMERICA, IN THE WHOLE WORLD, SHALL 
HAVE HIS BIBLE, AND ISABLE TO READ IT. This blessed event 
we anticipate, while we sing with the sweet Psalmist of Israel, 
KINGS OF THE EARTH AND ALL PEOPLE, PRINCES AND ALL JUDGES 
O¥ THE EARTH, BOTH YOUNG MEN AND MAIDENS, OLD MEN AND 
CHILDREN, LET THEM PRAISE THE NAME OF THE LORD; FOR HIS 
NAME ALONE IS EXCELLENT—HIS GLORY IS ABOVE THE EARTH 
AND THE HEAVENS. 
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AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


Letters have been received from Messrs. Mills and Burgess, the 
agents of the American Colonization Society—they arrived in Lon- 
don in December, after a very boisterous passage, in which they 
tee | escaped shipwreck on the coast of France. They were 
received in England with the greatest kindness and attention, and 
every facility given them for prosecuting their researches in Africa, 
by some of the most distinguished characters in that country. Af- 
ter procuring much valuable information in England, and obtaining 
letters to the Governor of Sierra Leone, and other establishments in 
Africa, they sailed for that country early in February. The fol- 
lowing are extracts from their letters. 





Extract of a ietter, dated London, December 30th, 1817. 


“OF the fifty-five days which have elapsed since our appointment 
as your agents, ten were spent in the United States, thirty on the 
Atlantick, ten in France, and five have passed since our arrival in 
England. You will see that we are just entering on the active du- 
ties of our agency; though some delay has been inevitable, we have 
not loitered. Our passage across the Atlantic was very short. The 
nineteenth evening, after we left the capes of the Delaware, sound- 
ings were obtained at the entrance of the British channel. Our end 
seemed to be within our reach; but a terrifick gale, which began on 
the evening of the 7th December, taught us the fallacy of our hopes. 
Land had not become visible, and the thick clouds had prevented 
any accurate observation for some days; both our latitude and lon- 
gitude were doubtful. When the gale commenced the Captain 
judged it prudent to put back to sea a few hours; eighteen hours 
after, when the violence of the gale had not abated, when the sea 
raged and the soundings continually diminished, when it seemed 
impossible to retrace our path, with a hope to ride out the tempest, 
the masts were ordered to be cut away and the anchors to be cast. 
Ina short time, our large uew cables were dissevered by the rocks, 
and the ship was at the mercy of the winds, without masts, sails or 
anchors. Our worthy captain had said that he had done all in his 
power for our safety, but that we were lost, the ship could not sur- 
vive the tempest. A long reef of rocks soon appeared before us, 
frightfully dashing the waves into the air; at this spectacle, our cap- 
tain said, we have but a few minutes more in this world; then hasti- 
ly stepping into the boat astern, attended by his little son and a 
skilful sailor, he with a hatchet cut the cordage of the boat, and she 
was driven away, we saw them a moment and then no more. 
‘Through thg mercy of God, without human foresight, and to our 
utter attonishment. a current in the sea carried the ship around the 
point of the rocks; they were supposed to be at the western extreme 
of the island of Guernsy:; confiding in that power which gave us this 
signal deliverance, we succeeded the third day after in entering the 
harbour of St. Malo. in France. After a detention of four days in 
quarantine, we arrived in London by the way of Havre and South 
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Hampton, in- twelve days.—Both in France and England we have 
been uniformly treated with civility and kindness. We have al- 
ready had interviews with several of the principal gentlemen to 
whom our letters were addressed; ‘hey have received us with much 
cordiality, and view the objects of the American Society with sen- 
timents of enlarged benevolence.” 





Extract of a letter, dated London, January 17th, 1818. 


“His Royal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester, patron of the 
African Institution, to whom our official letter was addressed by the 
American Society for colonizing the free people of colour of the 
United States, has been in the ccuntry for several weeks past. 
Mr. Wilberforce made a communication to his royal highness on 
our behalf, to inquire whether he wou!d prefer having the letter 
transmitted to him in the country, or wait for a personal interview 
in town. He appointed an hour this day, when he would be 
in and would see us in person. Mr. Wilberforce attended us 
to Gloucester-House; his royal highness entered into a free con- 
versation on the circumstances of our voyage, the population of 
the United States, the number and situation of the people of colour, 
our courts of judicature, and several other topicks. Alter reading 
the letter from the president of the Society, we put into his hands a 
printed copy of its constitution, together with a manuscript copy of 
our commission; with the language, spirit and sentiments of which, 
he shewed himself by his words and countenance to be much gratified. 
He intimated his disposition to give in answer, a letter to the presi- 
dent of the American Society, and Mr. W. engaged to be a medium 
of its safe transmission; he added, that it would give him pleasure 
to see us on our return from Africa, if we should take England in 
our route; and that the African Institution would then know better 
in what manner they could aid the American Society; in the mean 
time, he requested that, in our communication? to the American So- 
ciety, we would take notice of his having received the letter of the 
President, and to make assurances of the readiness and cordiality 
with which he should co-operate with the American Society in the 
prosecution of their designs, which must contribute to the same re- 
sult, with the efforts of the African Institution. 

“Mr. Wilberforce has further increased our obligations to him 
this day, by introducing us to the Secretar : his lord- 
ship appeared to have a perfect knowledge of the constitution and 
designs of the American Society; he cast his eye at our commission, 
and answered with promptitude, that he should give us letters of in- 
troduction and recommendation to the Governor of Sierra Leone 
and other officers, who might be able to afford us patronage and as- 
sistance while prosecuting our inquiries on the coast. 

“ Mr. Wilberforce has exemplified the prudence of a counsellor, 
the tenderness of a father, and the benevolence of a christian, in his 
communication to us, and in the arrangements which he has made 
on our behalf; we cannot express in too strong language our ad- 
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England. You will see that we are just entering on the active du- 
ties of our agency; though some delay has been inevitable, we have 
not loitered. Our passage across the Atlantic was very short. The 
nineteenth evening, after we left the capes of the Delaware, sound- 
ings were obtained at the entrance of the British channel. Our end 
seemed to be within our reach; but a terrifick gale, which began on 
the evening of the 7th December, taught us the fallacy of our hopes. 
Land had not become visible, and the thick clouds had prevented 
any accurate observation for some days; both our latitude and lon- 
gitude were doubtful. When the gale commenced the Captain 
judged it prudent to put back to sea a few hours; eighteen hours 
after, when the violence of the gale had not abated, when the sea 
raged and the soundings continually diminished, when it seemed 
impossible to retrace our path, with a hope to ride out the tempest, 
the masts were ordered to be cut away and the anchors to be cast. 
In a short time, our large uew cables were dissevered by the rocks, 
and the ship was at the mercy of the winds, without masts, sails or 
anchors. Our worthy captain had said that he had done all in his 
power for our safety, but that we were lost, the ship could not sur- 
vive the tempest. A long reef of rocks soon appeared before us, 
frightfully dashing the waves into the air; at this spectacle, our cap- 
tain said, we have but a few minutes more in this world; then hasti- 
ly stepping into the boat astern, attended by his little son and a 
skilful sailor, he with a hatchet cut the cordage of the boat, and she 
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Vhrough thg mercy of God, without human foresight, and to our 
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signal deliverance, we succeeded the third day after in entering the 
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Hampton, in twelve days.—Both in France and England we have 
been uniformly treated with civility and kindness. We have al- 
ready had interviews with several of the principal gentlemen to 
whom our letters were addressed; ‘hey have received us with much 
cordiality, and view the objects of the American Society with sen- 
timents of enlarged benevolence.” 





Extract of a letter, dated London, January 17th, 1818. 


“His Royal Highness, the Duke of Gloucester, patron of the 
African Institution, to whom our official letter was addressed by the 
American Society for colonizing the free people of colour of the 
United States, has been in the ccuntry for several weeks past. 
Mr. Wilberforce made a communication to his royal highness on 
our behalf, to inquire whether he would prefer having the letter 
transmitted to him in the country, or wait for a personal interview 
in town. He appointed an hour this day, when he would be 
in and would see us in person. Mr. Wilberforce attended us 
to Gloucester-House; his royal highness entered into a free con- 
versation on the circumstances of our voyage, the population of 
the United States, the number and situation of the people of colour, 
our courts of judicature, and several other topicks. After reading 
the letter from the president of the Society, we put into his hands a 
printed copy of its constitution, together with a manuscript copy of 
our commission; with the language, spirit and sentiments of which, 
he shewed himself by his words and countenance to be much gratified. 
He intimated his disposition to give in answer, a letter to the presi- 
dent of the American Society, and Mr. W. engaged to be a medium 
of its safe transmission; he added, that it would give him pleasure 
to see us on our return from Africa, if we should take England in 
our route; and that the African Institution would then know better 
in what manner they could aid the American Society; in the mean 
time, he requested that, in our communication to the American So- 
ciety, we would take notice of his having received the letter of the 
President, and to make assurances of the readiness and cordiality 
with which he should co-operate with the American Society in the 
prosecution of their designs, which must contribute to the same re- 
sult, with the efforts of the African Institution. 

“Mr. Wilberforce has further increased our obligations to him 
this day, by introducing us to the Secretar : his lord- 
ship appeared to have a perfect bnowledes of the constitution and 
designs of the American Society; he cast his eye at our commission, 
and answered with promptitude, that he should give us letters of in- 
troduction and recommendation to the Governor of Sierra Leone 
and other officers, who might be able to afford us patronage and as- 
sistance while prosecuting our inquiries on the coast. 

“ Mr. Wilberforce has exemplified the prudence of a counsellor, 
the tenderness of a father, and the benevolence of a christian, in his 
communication to us, and in the arrangements which he has made 
on our behalf; we cannot express in too strong language our ad- 
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miration for his excellent character, our gratitude for his kindness, and 
our sincere prayer to the preserver of men, that he would spare his 
valuable life many years, asd succeed him in his continual exertions 
to diminish human misery, and diffuse abroad divine knowledge. In 
some future letters, we shall improve an opportunity to acknowledge 
the favours which we have received fiom some other gentlemen, who 
have shewn themselves “ready to every good work, disregarding 
distinctions of nation, land or colour.” 





Extract, dated London, January 28th, 1818. 


“In opposition to opinions now circulated in the United States, 
the colony at Sierra Leone was never more flourishing; its internal 
adh apne is regularly administered; its power fears no assault 

rom the native tribes, and its influence contributes much to the ci- 

vilization of the adjacent country. Measures are adopted for the 

education, christian instruction, and internal improvements of the 

colony, which must be attended with the happiest results; its popu- 

lation exceeds ten thousand. (Mat. Intel. 
—_ ee 


PRAYER BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY OF MARALAND. 


Baltimore, May 9th, 1818. 
At a meeting of the clergy and laity of the several Protestant 

episcopal churches in this city, convened last evening by publick 
notification, at the lecture room attached to St. Peter’s church, for 
the purpose of forming a society to procure and distribute gratui- 
tously the book of Common Prayer, and Homilies in tracts—a num- 
ber attended, together with some other clergymen, notwithstanding 
the inclemency of the weather; when the right reverend bishop Kemp 
being called to the chair, opened the proceedings by prayer to Al- 
mighty God for his direction and blessing. Hugh D. Evans, esq. 
being then appointed secretary, the constitution of a society to be 
called the “Prayer Book and Homily Society of Maryland,” after 
being debated by paragraphs, was arg adopteds;—by one 
clause of which the bishop of the diocese is, ex-officio, president; and 
by another, the clergymen and vestries of the different parishes and 
congregations in this diocese, are requested to form auxiliary so- 
cieties. After an election then held, the following gentlemen were 
appointed to conduct the said institution: 

Right Rev. bishop Kemp, President. 

Ber $B Mena ee Pred 

Henry Brice, Treasurer. 

Samuel Young, Corresponding Secretary. 

R. H. Moale, Recording Secretary. 

Joseph Robinson, Agent. 


Managers.—Rev. Wm. C. Wyatt, Hon. Nicholas Brice, Dr. Wm. 
Donaldson, Dr. J. Baer, Mr. Noah Ridgely, Mr. Robert Nelson, 
Mr. James Belt, H. D. Evans, esq. 

The proceedings of the meeting were then clused by prayer from 
the Rev. Mr. Hatch, of Frederick. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


—_——_ 


Extract of a letter from a clergyman in the Western Reserve, Ohio, 
to a gentleman in Washington, Pennsylvania, dated February, 


1818. 


In my congregation, the Holy Spirit has been gently striving ever 
since | saw you—sixteen members have been added to the church, 
all heads of families, five of them were baptized. Some others ob- 
tained a hope, who have not yet united with the people of God. My 
new-year’s sermon was blessed for producing a general solemnity 
on the appearance of the people. [had a school of young men and 
women, thoughtless and gay. However, when they attended their 
Bible recitations, now and then a silent tear would drop from se- 
veral. Buta cheerful gaiety seemed to be resumed to hide the lit- 
tle emotion. Our closing lesson on last Thursday, was the second 
of Acts. When it was mentioned that a pentecost might be enjoy- 
ed in this house if we desired, it appeared to move the scholars con- 
siderably. A vouug lady was asked how the first christians enjoyed 
themselves; while she answered, “they eat their bread with joyful- 
ness and singieness of heart,” her tongue faltered; and when it was 


applied to recommend religion to the youth as a sure source of hap- 


piness, a suppressed sigh palpitated their breasts. But on being dis- 
missed, their former gaiety was resumed. 

The young people had a meeting appointed that evening. Mr. 
Camp, the missionary, who providentia!!y came along, and took an 
interesting part in the exercises of the school, preached. After 
preaching, he conversed with a young man, with whom he had been 
acquainted. The house appeared to be filled with an indescribable 
solemnity—still as death, solemn as the entrance of eternity—on! 
interrupted with the deep sigh of an undone sinner. Every cheek 
bathed in tears of sorrow or joy—The change, oh! how great!—We 
could hardly separate at midnight. 

Next day my scholars came early. A solemnity on every face. 
Had a stranger come in, he would have judged each one had just 
buried all his relations, and was in the deepest mourning. A les- 
sen or two was said;—but their sense of wretchedness was such, 
that their common studies were entirely omitted, and the day spent 
in reading the Scriptures and in prayer. Mr. Camp preached in 
the evening. 

Saturday, the scholars returned in deep mourning. The arrows 
of conviction were shot deeper into their consciences. I gave each 
a religious tract. The forenoon was spent without a whisper, every 
one perusing, in solemn silence, the tract he received, and only 
stopped to wipe the gathering tear. Afternoon, we read together 
our Lord’s sermon on the mount. I gave them a short lecture on 
it and recommended them to God in prayer. They retired with 
heavy hearts. The indefatigable Mr. Camp preached this evening. 

Sabbath morning, above thirty youths came to my house at 9 
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o’clock for prayer. O how different some of my dear scholars ap- 
peared! A lovely beam of joy had succeeded the deepest sorrow. On 
being asked whether they felt different, “yes” was the reply, “last 
night was the happiest night I ever experienced.” Our audience 
this day was crowded and awfully solemn. Few felt but that this 
was the house of God, the gate of heaven. How dreadful is this 
place! The voice of the speaker alone broke the death-like silence 
of theday. Ourevening meeting was unusually large. Mr. Camp 
preached again. 

Monday morning, my school collected,and a number of young 
people, so that my school room was crowded. ‘This was like a day 
of the Son of Man. Our concert meeting was attended by ten for . 
one that used to attend. Mr. Camp conversed with one of my near 
neighbours, a Universalist, on Saturday, who had four children sub- 
jects ofthe work. Monday morning, asking his daughter how she 
felt, she said “I am a vile wretch, but I must rejoice, though I am 
left to perish, that my dear aged father has experienced a change.” 
He is the father of ten children, near sixty years old, and that 
morning was the first time he ever prayed. Do, sir, let dear brother 
Camp know this circumstance, should he call upon you. 

To day my school was attended by a number who did not belong 
to it, for the benefit of reciting their Bible exercise. The Bible, O! 
it is the sword of the Spirit. 





NOTICE TO AGENTS AND READERS. 


We again urge upon Agents in different parts of the country, the 
necessity of making immediate returns of the names of new subscri- 
bers, as the third volume has already commenced and this is the 
third number of the same. It is particularly requested, that the 
hon. members of the legislature of Pennsylvania, who have been 

leased to receive agencies in behalf of the Messenger, in different 
parts of that state, would give us immediate information respecting 
the patronage we may expect to receive from them. 

We would take this opportunity to remind our readers, that ac- 
cording to the conditions of this publication, no subscription is re- 
ceived for a less term than one year—and a failure to notify us of 
a wish to discontinue before the close of the year is considered as a 
new subscription, and no subscriber’s name will be erased after the 


commencement of the year, until the volume closes. 
THE EDITOR. 
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